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SUMMARY 
 

Role modeling is a powerful form of learning and an integral part of medical education. 
Although role modeling has a longstanding history, it has not received enough attention in medical 
education. The aim of this study was to present a comprehensive review of the literature to describe 
dimensions of role modeling in medical education. Review of the literature was undertaken using 
the international databases with the following search terms or their combinations: “role modeling”, 
“observational learning” and “medical education” up to September 2014. Relevant articles were 
retrieved. A total of 39 articles were included in this review. The results showed that clinical 
excellence, humanistic personality and excellence in teaching composed three essential elements of 
role modeling. Basic outcomes of role modeling in medical education are humanism and 
professionalism. In conclusion, role modeling as an outstanding educational approach has been 
recommended for enhancing humanism and professionalism in medical education.  

 
Key words: role modeling, observational learning, medical education 
 
 
 
 
  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Corresponding author: 

Amir Emami Zeydi 
phone: +989355952357 

e-mail: emamiza911@mums.ac.ir 
 

DOI: 10.1515/afmnai-2015-0003 

Scientific Journal of the Faculty of Medicine in Niš 2015;32(1):31-42 
 

31 


