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The inferior vena cava (IVC) collects blood from the abdomen and lower extremities, 
climbs the retroperitoneum and enters into the right atrium of the heart. Obstruction of IVC 
can be caused by venous thrombosis, a neoplasm that exerts external pressure on a vein or 
infiltrates the vein and by pregnancy. Obstruction of the IVC causes edema of the lower 
extremities, dilatation of the veins of the lower part of the abdomen which serve as collaterals. 
In the diagnosis of these disorders, it is necessary to perform detailed laboratory tests, 
ultrasound of the abdomen, computerized tomography, and finally cavography. In this way, 
the etiology of the obstruction is determined, the place and degree of obstruction, collateral 
circulation is detected and eventual surgical reconstruction is planned. 
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