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Irrational antibiotic consumption, especially in the case when there is no 
appropriate indication for its usage, may be one of the most crucial global issues for 
public health care, leading to bacterial resistance and the increase of indirect medical 
expenses. According to the report of the European program for the monitoring of the 
antibiotic consumption, Serbia is on the fifth place among the countries which are not 
members of EU. The goal of this work is the evaluation of antibiotic consumption in the 
Clinical Centre Niš, from 2007 to 2013, with the focus on the monitoring of the 
cephalosporins utilization, as they are one of the most prescribed groups of antibiotics in 
the tertiary health care.  

The utilization of antibiotics in the Clinical Center Niš in the observed period was 
obtained from the computerized database of the Department of Pharmacotherapy and 
expressed as defined daily dose (DDD) per 100 bed/days (DBD).  

Our results showed that there was an increase in antibiotic use of the whole 
group of cephalosporins and penicillin as well as a reduction of quinolones consumption 
within the observed period. Our analysis showed that ceftriaxone was the most 
frequently prescribed cephalosporin, followed by cefuroxime.  

Although antibiotic therapy and prophylaxis in our hospital are in keeping with 
the  recommended guidelines, the obtained results may suggest that cephalosporin 
consumption, and especially ceftriaxone consumption is higher than in other European 
countries. Acta Medica Medianae 2015;54(2):31-36.  
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